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Message from Oxfam Country Director Pakistan

Gender justice and equal opportunities for young people are essential for a

just world without poverty. Oxfam works within this theme to empower

women and strengthen the voice of young people to achieve social change

within their communities and become active citizens. We are proud to be
associated with the programs that aim at transforming unequal power

A0 NHzOG dzNBa G KI G A Yobis addinean® WEnéaad girly R 3 A N
should have equal opportunities and should be able to fully enjoy their rights,

free from all forms of violence and discrimination.

22YSy YR IFANI A YIS dzLJ Y2NB GKIy KIf1
and crisis they regularly face discrimination, physical and sexual violence, lack
KSHf GKOFNB YR IINB 2FiSy SEOf dZRSR FNR
gender equality are fundanmtal human rights goals and cornerstones of

achieving sustainable and fair development. Indeed, the world gets better as

women expand their roles as political, economic, family and social leaders.

Together with different actors and institutions, our facis on eliminating

GKNBES YI22N) a0 NHzOGdzNF £ o0 NNASNAR T2N ¢
g2YSYyQa o02RAf&@ AydSaNmiGezr GKS tAYAGSR
public sphere and the restricted economic empowerment of women. Our

work on gender jatice in Pakistan reflect the same ideology and we take
pleasure to be partnering with ITA to takkis forward. ITA has not only

looked deepemt the data gathered through ASER 2018 from a Gender Justice
lenshut also has highlightedhe challenges of edty and exclusionby

collecting powerful human interest stories. We are hopeful that these will

create a bold reference for theew policies to be framed for creating gender

justice.

Muhammad Qazilbash
Country Director
Oxfam Pakistan
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Message from CEO ITA & Member Platform for Girls
Education#LeaveNoGirlBehind

Thereport on Gender Justice and Educatingpiredfrom the ASER Pakistan

2018 (rural) evidence, could not have come at a better time. As a member of

GKS tfFdF2NY F2NJI DANI AQ 9RdzOFiGAz2y O2Y"
12 years of Girls Education, it is vital that thdseman interest storieand

digtrict profiles presenting the flesh and blood of the challenges are
disseminated far and wide to policy makers to takeent action. Both

within Pakistan at the provincial and federal leyelad globally there are

important milestone eventsin 2019, an goportunity to advocate for
#LeavingNoGirlBehindAt the country level, these include the finalization of

the provincial education sector plans, the meetings of the Parliamentary
Standing Committees on Educatiadvocating stronglyo remind the Prime

Minister of Pakistan of his pledge to Education amghovingbarriers faced

by girls to access quality education. Globally the opportunities include the
upcomingDT LY GSNYFGA2Yy It DANI&AaQ 9RdzOF GAZ2Y
Political Forum in New York, arftet SDGs Summit at UNGA in 2019., §fe

ITAhave hosted two round tablesn this work, and will continue toromote

and facilitate furtheractivism2 y 3 A NX &, dill e@eR/daét [gitickild if

learning in PakistdrDFID, UK AID, UNICEF and Oxfam sigmeorted ASER

2019 and thenuman storiesllustrating vividly the intersections efducation

and gender justice.

Baela Raza Jamil
CEOJdarae-Taleemo-Aagahi (ITA)
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Preface

Right to education is more than access to a school, knowledge and skills
leading to certificates, degrees and perhaps paid employment. It is a critical
enabling power opening up many doors and spaces to access other rights
including a range of civil and ltecal as well as economic social and cultural
rights. Conceptualizedn this holistic manner, education acts as the fulcrum
on which development turns and gender justice is embedded within state and
society.

An example of how gender justice may be achieved through education is one

I have experienced individually as well as part of my extended family and
community. The lifelong struggle of our late mother, Begum Maroof Pirdad

Khan and her passionate contributido education in Swat is an example of

how education and gender justice are inextricably linked. In 1953 the then

Wali of Swat decided to set up a girls school in Saidu Sharif, and the person to
OFftf dzLd2y &l & 2dzNJ £ GS Y 2MGKIS NEA (f & FKASND £
year old daughter (that is me, now a sikfr year old Professor of Law at

Warwick University in the UK; former Professor of Law, Peshawar University,
Pakistan) and our nanny Sakina, wrapped in her black burga, this Convent
educated gradate of Punjab University, set about her task of educating girls

in the then Swat State. The richness and breadth of her legacy dawned upon

her family when her students, now mostly retired academics, doctors, nurses

and homemakers thronged to pay their pets when she passed away, each

2yS NBOFIftftAy3a (G2dzOKAy3a YSY2NRASaE 27 ! |
mentoring to women who were now grandmothers as well as successful
g2YSYy LINRFSaaAzylftad CFEOAfAGEFEAOGAYA | OC
campaign andeaching as well as training the younger generation of teachers,
LISNODSyYyGF3S 2F FANI aQ SRdzOFdAzy o6SOFYS
it was then called). This tireless effort also bore fruit and became evident
GKSY Ay (GKS I (08Hemlipoh thedP, | halicedfrbry dffigial S NJ T
records that Swat domiciled women doctors were at the top of the women

health professional list both in seniority as well as in numbers!

Gender justice through the vehicle of education has and will bear if

I LILINBF OKSR Ay | K2fA&aGAO YIFIYYSNI FyR Lt
this a reality, is a significant contribution. Right to education is not simply a

single right and entitlement, it is a multilayered right that unlocks other

rights and itis this that leads to gender justicEhis reporiprovidessubstance

to the Platform for Girls EducatigrasPakistan evidencenapped to human

stories of strugglend urgency foAction!

| applaud the work of ITA in documenting the complex Hlitdtages letween

SRdzO GA2y yR ISYRSN) 2dzat A0S IyR RS@St
2dza A0S OFNRAQ®P L Y O2yFARSYy(d GKIFG (K
and create positive impact, nationally and beyond.

Dr Shaheen Sardar Ali
Professor of LayWWarwick University
Advisor Idaree-Taleemo-Aagahi (ITA) Pakistan and ITACEC UK.
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The Layout of the Study

EquityInclusion and Larning ASER Pakistan 20&8
Gender Justice in Pakistan

The 17 Sustainable Development Goal330are a set of alencompassing
milestonescommitted toa world that is equitablginclusiveand sustainable,

to benefit ALL childrenyouth and adultsvithout discrimination tosex,age,
wealth, geographydisability, ethnicity, origin, migratory status, religion, or
additionalattributes. SDG! is a dedicated goal for education, with 7 targets,

3 means of implementation and 11 global indicators embeddea $ector

wide approactandanchdfN\B R Ay (i K S EquiyNnél@Gon,JOuldy 2 F
and Lifelond S | NJoAsysthinable lies Such a interpretation of SDG 4

isthe basis for achieving the othd6 goalgo end poverty, health, nutrition,
genderequality andsocial justice, climatehange environment,etc.

In Pakistan, provinciand federalgovernments are committed tthe SDG
2030 holistically Furthermore Article 25 A of the constitutionis a
fundamental right guaranteeingll children aged 46, free and compulsory
education or 12 years of schooling without discriminati8imce 201@ll four
provinces and federal capital territory have passed their respective legislation
for 25 A (201217), but none have begun implementation, in spite of poficie
and provincial education sector plans being franvdthin 25 Aand SDG 4
and thus 22.8 milliotAEPAM 2017%hildren arestill out of school!

Education conceived comprehensivelyas an equalizer to end gender
inequalityis criticalfor Pakista, a countrywith the secondargestnumberof
girlout-of-schoolin the world after Nigeria. The AdjustedNet Enrolment
Rate(ANER)n primary educationrevealsthat the ANERs 4%lower for girls
than it is for boys (81%comparedto 85%);at middle to higher secondary
levels, ANERIropssignificantlyto just 41%for girls (43%for boys).Thus 19%
of girls are out-of-schoolat the primary level and 59%of girls are out-of-
schoolat middleandhighersecondaryevels. Thisis an unacceptableeality!

TheAnnualStatusof EducatiorReport(ASER2016-2018resultsalsohighlight
disparitieswith respectto genderandwealth; genderinequalitiesaffect the
poorest more severely when facilities and servicesare not accessible
Adolescentgirls are at greater risk of facing specificand disproportionate
challengest pubertyrestrictingthem from accesgo schoosif at adistance
learning and mobility comparedto their brothers and at risk of harmful
customarypractices exploitationandviolencein multiple forms.

TheRightto EducationActs or article 25 A when completelyimplemented,
will translateinto protectinggirlsfrom denialof lackof opportunities/facilities
to education,oppressivaliscriminationfrom worst formsof childlabor, early
marriages poverty and other forms of exploitationthat underminerights of
childrengenerally andgirlsespecially.

1 Pakistan Education Statistics 2616
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ITA and Oxfamideated jointly and crafted a strand on éGenderJustice&

9 RdzO | fiok A§EHPakistan2018rural data selecting12 districts across
Pakistanthrough a mixed methods approach,interfacing the guantitative
indicatorsat the district/provinciallevel with casestudiesof the girl child.

These stories highlight disadvantagesfaced by girls when denied their

fundamentalrightto educationdueto lackof facilities,safetransportservices
to cover distances, spiralling oppressive customary practices, including
unendinghouseholdchores,child marriages,child abuse denyingmultiple

fundamental rights through routine traditions of gendered silence and

acceptanceAsstatedby Oxfam & 3 S yine§uhlityis the most seriousand

pervasiveform of discriminationin the worldé

ITA for the first time has looked deepatrthe data gatered through ASER
2018 from a Gender Justicéenscomprisng of district report cards on
selected gender indicators that highlight the challenges of eqaityl
exclusion These along with Human Interest Storaesate a boldreference
for the policy and actiomialogueson the Gender Justicand Education

These multiple layers of deprivation need urgent attentiothrough
interventions that do result in bold outcomes for girls demonstrating that
deprivations must and can be offset by decisionmakersthrough an
integrated resultshased implementation and accountability approach,
impacting several SDGs and targets.

The mantra of ITA anils nationwide programASER is that it isnaactive

platform, from citizen ledassessment to action! Today B has led téour

action programs for girls education: i) Women Leaders of Tomorrow (WLT) a

post primary scholarship program for girls (Oxfam) ii) Siyani Sahelian

Il RGIF yOSX § FlLad GNF O1 LINE 319Jexrs)T 2 NJ 2 dz
for secondchance opportunities to complete primary, middle and secondary
education along with life skills, TVET and entrepreneurial 8dKsAID/DFID)

iii) accelerated learning readiness program for girls and boys chalo parho

oF NK2 6/ t. kf Sl QatinghgthiRg ak tifleRighBINETARL) | R2 LJ

I LILINBF OKS&a oLfY LRSFa HUO FYRI AQd0 GF
triggered by ASER findings the largest learning festival across multiple
intelligences since 201There are several iterations of these programs within

L¢! Qa aSNBA OSwwikSserpaliSadbrg & G NB I Ya o

Methodology of Districts &election

12 districts wereselected using the UNDP Human Development Report 2017

and itsHuman Development Index (HBH the basis of being more advanced

and most deprivedThe HDI is constructed bging national data sources and

covering all the distcts of Pakistan. Following the global methodology,

Pakistan HDI is based on three dimensions: education, health and standard of
fAGAY3IdP ¢KS 15LQa8 9RdzOF A2y LYRSE A& (
and expected years of schooling at the distrievdl from the 2014/15

Pakistan Social and Living Standards Measurement (PSLM) data. The Health

Index is constructed using two indicators: immunisation rates and satisfaction
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with health facility taken from the PSLM data. Whereas, for the Standard of
living index, the living standards from the Multidimensional Poverty Index
(MPI) as a proxy has been used. Higher value of HDI will mean higher
development levels and a greater availability of opportunities and freedom of
choice for people to enhance their livedile a low value will refer to vice
versa. The distristhave been selected through the following appraach

The districts below have been selecteglkeeping in mind the HDI values for
each province ife. Sindh, BalochistanPunjab, KhybePakhtunkhwa, KP
Newly Merged District&ind Gilgit Baltistan) The selection of districtsvas
finalized jointly byOxfamand ITA

Gilgit

Diamer

Peshawar4*

Tank :
Quetta ﬂf
y—— Rajanpur

ﬁi Umerkot

Sujawal

Lasbela
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MOST ADVANCED DISTRICTS

No. District Province High Medium HDI (2017)| MPI (201415)
1 Lahore Punjab 0.877 0.017
2 Karachi Sindh 0.854 0.019
3 Peshawar Khyber 0.756 0.148
Pakhtunkhwa
4 Quetta Balochistan 0.664 0.213
5 Gilgit GilgilBaltistan 0.623 NA

MOST DEPRIVED DISTRICTS

No. District Province Low¢ Medium HDI MPI
1 Rajanpur Punjab 0.506 0.357
2 | Deralsmail Khyber 0.496 0.362

Khan Pakhtunkhwa
3 Tank KRNewly Merged 0.459 0.385
Districts
4 Diamer Gilgit Baltistan 0.459 NA
5 Sajawal Sindh 0.326 0.447
6 Umerkot Sindh 0.322 0.504
7 | Lasbela Balochistan 0.301 0.395

THE FORMAT OHE REPORT

¢KS NBLERNIQa fleéez2dzi O2yGrAya GKS F2ff?2

1
1

T

District ASER Report Ca(@918, Rural)

Human Interest Stories of the Girl @hdhallenged by gender justice
followed by recommendations embedded.

Interspersed with programs that countgender justice operational
dzy RSNJ L ¢! Qa LINEAHEBSHMem RPANTRF2Y O ({iF2NR! YO
through support of many partneisuch as Oxfam and DFID

12 Recommedations from the Report: 12 Years of Quality Education
for All Girls: A Commonwealth Perspeetby Real Centre, University

of Cambridgé

Poem inspired by challenges of early marriages: Pinjre ki Maina by
Rumana Hussain, Children Literature Festival.

2

https://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/centres/real/downloads/Platform%20for%20Girls/REAL%2012%20Y ears%200f%

20Quality%20Education%20for%20Al1%20Girls%20F 0842 pdf
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HUMAN INTEREST STORIES

SINDH
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ASER PAKISTAN 2018 (RURAL)

GENDER JUSTICE REPORT CARD

SAJAWAL
HDI RANK

0.326

Lower value of HDI (closer to
0.5) means lower
development levels and
lesser availability of
opportunities and freedom
of choice for people to
enhance their lives.

Source: UNDP Human Development Report 2017

hdi sDG 4

QUALITY EDUCATION

Ensure inclusive and
equitable quality education
and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all.

Target 4.5 by 2030, Eliminate
gender disparities in education
and ensure equal access to all
levels of educatd n and
vocational training for the
vulnerable, including persons
with disabilities, indigenous
peoples, and children in
vulnerable situations

Target 4.1:By 2030, Ensure that
all girls and boys complete free
,equitable and quality primary
and secondary education
leading to relevant and effective
learning outcomes

Article 25-A,
Right to Education

The State shall provide free
and compulsory education
to all children of age 5-16
years in such a manner as
may be determined by law.

HUMAN INTEREST STORIES
SAJAWAL

; IE]

Oxfam

&% TRAINING
! WORKSHOP

Source: ASER 2018

LOW INDICATORS OF QUALITY, EQUITY, AND
ACCESS MEANS HIGHLY VULNERABLE GIRLS

EDUCATION RURAL-URBAN

RELIGION POVERTY

./

DISABILITY

¢ CHILD

MARRIAGES

Equity challenges for girls come at multiple intersections. The vicious cycle of
deprivations needs to be broken by decision makers-through an integrated'
results based approach leading to social and gender justice.

“Gender justice refers to many more women gaining power, and that both
men and women benefitting from less restrictive gender roles”. (Oxfam, 2019)

Social Justice is about everyone having access to equal economic political and
social rights and opportunities. Gender Justice is about entitlements and
empowerment through capabilities and choice; it is the absence of discrimination
between genders and disadvantaged groups with accountability (adapted from...
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%
ENROLLMENT (6-16) YEARS 72

Gender Gap

Big
?

% of Out of School Children

10%3

Govt. Schools

Pvt. Schools

a36%¢64”%

Y

Gender gaps remain wide in 2018 (28%)
LEARNING LEVELS (AGE 5-16)

; . ; % %
Who can read at least sentences in Urdu/Sindhi
, 38" . 38

; : % %
Who can read at least Words in English

Who can at least do Subtraction Lﬁ” 3 6% @ 3 0%

GIRLS CONTINUE TO LAG BEHIND IN ENGLISH COMPETENCY !

Target 4.1 of the SDG has committed that all children, regardless of background, should have access to
free quality primary and secondary education. Target 4.5 specifically focuses on equity and

aims to “eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of education and
vocational training” (UNESCO, 2016a).

PARENTAL EDUCATION

% %

.21 5 43

9. Mother aa Father

........

21% mothers have completed primary education www.aserpakistan.org
© @ aserpakistan
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HUMANINTEREST STORIES

SAJAWAL
MOST DEPRIVED DISTRICT
No. | District Province Low ¢ Medium HDI MPI
1 Sajawal Sindh 0.326 0.447

PROFILE

Lower value of HDI (closer to 0.5) means lower development levels and lesser
availability of opportunities andreedom of choice for people to enhance
their lives.

CONTEXT

Choices: How Sadia Chose Marriage Due to Lack of Educational
Opportunities

Sadia was just 14 years old when

she was marriet] only to become

a mother of a four year old at the

age of 18. She dpped out of

school after studying in first

grade, due to a health threat in

the village. She studied in

Government Primary  School

Laikpur, a one hour walk from

their village. There was no school

in their village, which meant that

girls had to walk for twdhours

every day to reach the school.

Two residents of her village, who

were on their way to school were

bitten by wild dogs, and died of

rabies within a few weeks. Since there is little or no awareness about
vaccinations in the village, the residents didt know how to tackle this
disease and left it to fate, resulting in the death of two young girls. Ever since
(KA&Z AYOARSYdSZ {IRAIFIQA FLHAKSNI (221
at home to engage in daily household activities. Due to the laick
opportunities available to her, Sadia agreed to get married at the age of 14,
her eyes still brimming with her thirst for education. She now longs for the
life she once imagined for herself, and hopes that a primary school is

312 million girls are globally married off who are under age. An unacceptable violation of basic rights!
https://lwww.girlsnotbrides.org/whatis-the-impact/
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