Networking Meeting on Cultural Diversity

Held at ITA’s Conference Hall, on Saturday, 17th May, 2008.
(9:30 am – 1:30 pm).
People Present:

Baela Raza (ITA)

Muhammad Alam (ITA)

Facilitator
 
Talha Shahzad  (ITA)


Facilitator 
Tanveer Chauhdry (ITA)

Saima Shauket (ITA)

Sajjad Ahmed (Seeds of Peace)

Fahad Ali Kazmi(Seeds of Peace)

Saba Mumtaz (Seeds of Peace)

Tanveer Jehan (DCHD)

Gaeti (DCHD)

Mr.Mehboob Alam (DCHD)

Tayyibah Rafique (Student SNPET).
Ayesha Zaib (Student SNPET).

Kainat Josph (Student SNPET).

Misbah Saleem(Student Paissa Akhbar School).

Aqsa Saleem (Student Paissa Akhbar School).

Arooj Sultan (Student Paissa Akhbar School).

Kanwal Prevaiz (Student Wahab Public School).

Ayesha Rehman (Student Wahab Public School).

Ambreen Aziz (Student Habib Public School).

Iqra Riaz (Student Habib Public School ).

Objectives of Networking Meeting.
· To develop a network regarding Projects on cultural diversity, Citizenship, Human Rights, Status of women , Democracy, Peace Education ..
· To develop a platform for sharing ideas, methodologies, Research papers, joint researches and other relevant studies & approaches

· To be a support network for  students problems & vision regarding key issues.

· To exchange success stories & best practices.

· To develop a channel for curriculum development & modalities including ideas on participation in the development of Textbooks for the New curriculum.

· To develop a network of Mobilizing the youth for national harmony & Peace.

· To share the posters, essays, text materials, documentaries, researches etc on these key issues.

· To have more networking meetings with other alliances for making a bigger impact as a citizen’s movement  
Focus of the Meeting
· To form an active working group which can  meet on a regular basis.
Decisions:
· Networking meeting will be organized  Quarterly .
· Meeting should be conducted irrespective of Project Funding.

· To review the new national Educational Policy 2008. (www.moe.gov.pk) and the New National Curriculum also available on the website  
· Seeds of Peace will invite the network members for its Speaker series held quarterly.  
· Networking Meeting focused on the following themes.

· Role of Government and state as it affects citizens perceptions 
· Role of Individual Teachers and teachers at large for sustained dialogues in schools with better understanding of core concepts 
· Student activities,  areas of interest and concerns .

· Biases in Curriculum and text-books.

· A Working Group was formed  with the following areas of interest 
1. Curriculum Development.

2. Text Books Revision and writing possibly
3. Invite  students membership for the working group on curriculum and textbooks.

4. Holding three day winter camps for the network members/ exploring the options with  Girls Scout Camping Activity.

5. Research & Information Sharing and research collaboration.

6. Joint Teachers & Students Training & Awareness Raising Sessions.
7. Prepare Finalized Activity Calendar.

8. Working Group to have a sustained Interaction.

Quick Follow Up Actions:

1. Share USIP Research results with all members of working group.

2. Share DCHD “Pakistani Bachoo Kay Khawab” results.

3. Organized date & venue for next Networking Meeting.

