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1st Structured Dialogue
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9th February, 2008

Time: 10:00 am 5:30 pm
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Background : 

Education is a powerful tool for engaging with social and cultural diversity amongst various communities within a country as a source of national enrichment. Although diversity is symbolically celebrated in Pakistan, its substance and rich regional nuances have been suppressed to uphold   ‘unity ’ in the ‘land of the pure’ since 1947. Economic inequities across provinces tend to foster social and psychological distance and this trend is most visible in Pakistan. ITA’s vision is to “promote education as a comprehensive process for human and social transformation”. Through the project “Reclaiming Cultural and Social Diversity:  Mobilizing youth for national harmony and peace ‘,   ITA seeks to activate youth in schools to acquire  inter-provincial understanding by initially targeting students of grades VIII to X in urban schools in all four provinces
.  The aim is to unpack and rethink potential areas of difference and tensions through texts reviews and by engaging  teachers and students from all provinces in dialogue and communication exchange
Project Goal:

Addressing conflict and diversity through dialogues and texts to promote national harmony 
Project Objectives:

Immediate Objectives:

By February 2007 to February 2008 

· Selected students (grades VIII-X) from 8-10 secondary schools  across Pakistan  will  identify and debate issues on identity, diversity and sources of conflict .

· Hold an essay competition, dialogues and online communication exchange with selected youth (gender balanced) from public and private schools in four provinces.  

· Develop learning materials, texts and posters for grades 8 to 10 to engage with cultural diversity; to respect and value living histories and positive cultural practices.

· Disseminate the materials generated to textbook boards, writers, the private examination boards and the national curriculum wing for influencing the writing of the textbooks and/or to be used as supplementary materials for grades VIII-X. 

· Develop guidelines/manuals for teachers to use the learning materials and to conduct training workshops for teachers.

· Publish two research papers and at least 10-12 best essays highlighting the sources of conflict and recommendations for respecting diversity, histories for peace and harmony.

· Hold a national round table seminar in December 2007 to share the project experience, outputs,  and outcomes with relevant stake holders

Long term objectives:

· Lend support to an emerging  national youth movement which would focus on valuing cultural diversity and initiate the process of peace, positive engagement  and harmony between provinces, led by the youth themselves

· Extend the work conducted with grades VIII to X across the entire schooling years.  

· The texts and resources generated would serve as an example for education policy makers and curriculum developers on how to acknowledge and educate about cultural diversity,  promoting peace, tolerance, and harmony in the country. 

· Form a repository of films/art work/documentaries about all provinces on the themes of cultural and historical diversity .

·  The papers /essays produced will be leveraged to influence various policies: viz.  Education and Youth. All materials produced will be disseminated to the Departments of Education, Culture, Youth Religious Affairs, Particular focus will be extended to Textbooks boards, Examination Boards and the Curriculum Wing backed by the respective secretaries and Ministers of Education and Culture.  

Introduction:
Selected  on the basis of the Essay Competition held in the partner schools, the members of the project group were invited to Lahore to attend the First Structured Dialogue, scheduled for 9th February, 2008. Students from Karachi, Quetta and Lahore arrived in Lahore on 8th February , 2008. To formally welcome the students and their teachers and to give them a chance to interact with each other, a dinner was organized  on the 8th night at  a local restaurant in Lahore.

The structured dialogue , held in the Children’s Library Complex, was to provide a platform to students to interact with their counterparts from other provinces, deliberate and discuss the key topics of the project in the light of the current situation and to  familiarize the students with the concepts of Cultural Diversity, Citizenship and Human Rights. 
Prior to the commencement of the dialogue, a fact sheet on the current issues in the country was prepared and distributed amongst the students. ( Refer to Annex A  )

It was fortunate that through this platform, the project was able to develop synergies with  and draw upon the strengths of other like-minded projects currently operating in Pakistan:

Seeds of Peace

Political Literacy Awareness  ( AKU-IED)
Youth Awareness project in Punjab ( DCHD) 
Political Participation of Youth in Pakistan ( Center for Civic Education)
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Pictures from Dinner on 8th February, 2008 





Agenda 

Each Session will begin with facilitator’s opening remarks/guided discussion markers 

10:00 – 10:10 am
Recitation from the Holy Quran

10:10--  11:15  am
Introductions by students: 


why I am interested in the project/issues mental models unveiled .. 
11:15 - 01:00pm 
Current situation in the country and its causes: 

Opening remarks by Mr. Zafarullah Khan

Students’ perspectives: 
01:00 - 02:00pm
Lunch Break
02:00 - 03:00pm
 Valuing Diversity: Group Activity 1

03:00 - 04:00pm
Human Rights and Citizenship Education


Presentation by Ms. Tanveer Jahan


Discussion with students 
04:00 - 04:45pm
Valuing Diversity: Group Activity 2
04:45 - 05:30pm
Wrap Up 

Discussion about areas of focus for the upcoming project activities

Session 1 : Activity 1:

Introductions by Students 
why I am interested in the project/issues mental models unveiled ..
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This session was moderated by Mr. Saeed ul Hasan. All participating students were asked to form a human chain ( in an oval form) and introduce themselves and the reason for their interest in this projects. Students were asked to move along the chain so that everyone got introduced to each other.  
The activity, highly enjoyed by students, also helped them to relax and interact with others from across the country. 
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Session 2: Current situation in the country and its causes
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Mr. Zafarullah Khan, at the beginning of his session, encouraged the teachers to take part in a similar introduction activity as the students.  He then encouraged students to identify problems and issues in Pakistan and explain why this was a problem in their opinion. The following issues and problems were identified by students: 
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Problems in Pakistan:

· Political crises-government is not sustainable ; Undemocratic government

· Politicians only think about themselves; Leadership is not good enough 

· Lack of education; Illiteracy

· Conflict within Muslims; Disharmony and misunderstanding between provinces- every province wants to separate themselves.

· Social diversity is taken in a negative way

· Military leaders donot know the problems of a common man.

· Economically our country is dependent on other countries

· Poverty and inflation –resultant strikes, destruction caused by angry mobs/protesters in retaliation

· Cultural nationalism – 

· Child labourer

· We do not safeguard other people’s rights and interests
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Weak infrastructure

· Pollution

· We do not have the will to improve and do 

· not take ownership-we are poor in ideas and will to change; In older civilizations, people were peace loving, more hardworking and had the will to do things

· Srilanka has 98 % literacy but there is no change in the country-this is because taleem without tarbiyat will not help. 

· Brain drain 

Responses to the problems and discussion

We need to look for unity out of diversity

Take the example of a salad plate. There is unity in diversity there. 
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It is important to understand why laws and constitutions are made. The key to successfully running any institutions/organization is rules and regulations. The head of the institutions makes the rules and regulations. We need to first start following regulations and obeying rules if we want to extend this message towards others. 

Democracy: individuals are nominated by people and they go on to represent people in the assemblies. Assemblies have representations from all parts of the country. 
Thinking about problems and issues of a country is our right. If we feel that the elected are not performing their duties well. We can use the power of vote to “ send them back to their homes”.  

The first assembly of Pakistan started working on 10th August, 1947, 4 days before the independence. 
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Education is our right and key to change. 

There is a lack of leadership in this country/ Leadership is does not only mean political leadership.  Leadership does not require a huge office etc. You can become  a leader on any issue. 

Religious and provincial issues can be resolved through discussion and with positive involvement of media.

Unfortunately , we talk about peace and diversity but give less value to human beings in comparison to physical assets

Inequality in society leads to conflict. However, conflict is not necessarily bad; it is how conflict is dealt with that is important. Society is formed by interaction and dialogue and   a country  is formed by sharing.  

Three religions were born in the sub-continent. Religion, like ideas, cannot be restricted to one place; it travels. In one society, there can be many religions. Diversity and conflict is but it important how these are conducted; through force, violence or through dialogue and discussion. 

Child labour is a problem in our country. How can we eliminate this problem:

· Raising awareness

· Through formation of institutions that can help needy students

· Initiation of more charity projects

· Giving technical and vocational skills

Pollution : No focus on sustainable environment development. Population is on the rise and this is adding to environmental problems. We also donot think about replacing things when they get old. It is a responsibility of the local governments to ensure cleanliness.

There is a brain drain in the country.  Talented people prefer to find jobs abroad . This is because of the sifarish culture (manoevering favours)  and low job opportunities available to them. Job opportunities should be high priority ensured for every citizen. Sense of patriotism must be inculcated in the minds of people- there must be ownership of the country as a nation. People moving abroad for better job opportunities does not only have negative connotations. They also send money to the country which helps people raise their living standards. However, when a majority of the population starts opting for this option, it becomes a problem on account of brain drain. 

Our priority should be equality. It is important that problems are prioritized and some problems require urgent actions than others. Because of discrimination, sense of deprivation arises amongst people. 

Poverty is further exacerbated because of the crisis of balance of payment in the import and exports. As we are unable to payback loans, taxes are increased to generate more revenue. It is important that loans are spent wisely and the spending is prioritized. We need to spend maximum resources on education as it will decrease the unemployment rates. Tension arises within the society because of unemployment which leads to frustration and then violence.

Student’s Views

There are many problems in Pakistan. But the one major problem that I’d say is the root cause is illiteracy. A larger structure of new schools needs to be set up. Not only knowledge of books is to be given but also knowledge which would help build character. Illiteracy has its effects even on the economy of Pakistan. For example, when Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto was assassinated, there were violent riots and agitation among people. Non-violent forms of protest need to be adopted. This is just one major example of the damage that illiteracy inflicted upon us.

Sarim Bajwa
Child labor is a common but a serious issue. Children of school going age are being put into the labor force. These poor families should be helped and the children should be given their rights in terms of the availability of quality education. We should be willing and working towards eradication of child labor.

Zaib Fatima Nanji

Suicide bombing should be looked into. It’s a major problem that Pakistan is facing today which needs urgent attention.

Considering the crises that we are facing today, we need quick solutions to move along the lines of development. We need to develop a more unified platform. We need to unite the people of all four provinces together and move forward in a resolute and determined manner.
Sumbal Maqsood
We have to elect a person who is capable of performing his duties. What we require is a strong base for the construction of Pakistan. We need to be loyal to our homeland.

We should know what our responsibilities are. Only then we can gain our rights.

To change that nation, we need to change ourselves. The only point I’d like to make here is that we should elect the most able and skillful leader. The basic problem with our nation is lack of education. For the eradication of this problem we need to involve the youth. Involvement of youth is the only key to development in our nation. 

Malik Jibran Tariq

Voting is a very important action. Vote intelligently for the right one and value diversity, oral communication with people of different cultures and backgrounds, understand their problems, so that even the minorities can live in a peaceful co-existence.

Asra Khalid

To overcome the political crisis that we are facing today, a fair election is the need of time. We should say no to dictatorship. Army shouldn’t interfere in politics. Stable politics can prevail only if a chosen leader completes his tenure and steps down.

Basically we need to be more united. The country is depending on everybody and it can only function properly if the public is aware of the current situation of the country. The public is the only body which has the authority to elect the government. So we need to trust each other and make our decision together to prevent conflict. The educated should help the poor and the uneducated. 

Ahmed Ali

People need to stand up for themselves. They shouldn’t be completely relying on the government. If there’s will, there’s a way.

Mohammad Baqar
The session enabled the students, with the help of the moderator to not only identify the problems faced by Pakistan but to briefly think  about the causes of the problems and seek possible solutions. The students were able to recognize and appreciate the significance of rights and responsibilities of citizens. The session helped the students understand that in order to bring about a change and demand their rights, they first need to change themselves and fulfil their responsibilities. The country can only come out of crisis and develop if all the citizens stand united. 
Group Activity 1: Everyone is different
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Students were divided into groups and the following work sheets. They were first asked to fill in the work sheets individually and then discuss the answers in their groups. Following their deliberations, each group leader shared the main discussion points with other groups.
Responses by Groups:

It’s human nature that everybody has different perceptions in Pakistan. They belong to different societies. Nevertheless, they belong to the same country. Their thinking however coincides; they want good qualities like honesty and truthfulness most importantly.
No we’re not alike. Everybody has their own choice. They have different thinking and thoughts. However, we should not be concerned about the difference amongst Pakistanis. We’re all Moslems.

:The similarity is that all of us are Moslems and the nationalist of one beloved nation. The differences include the different languages that we speak, the different traditions that we have. However, we have a positive attitude towards diversity and consider it our strength. We all have the capability to become leaders of tomorrow.

We are similar on the grounds of religion and different in terms of our human nature and imagination. Diversity leads to a broader vision and it is a basis of society.
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Work Sheet 

Instructions: 

· Fill in the attached worksheet

· Share the grid with your group members and identify similarities and differences

· Reflect

· Are we all alike? If not, why do we want everyone to behave , think and act as we do?

· What did you learn about the diverse nature of human beings through this activity?

· How can you contribute to promoting aspects for diversity in society?

Group Activity 2: Stereotypes and prejudices

· Compare the statement

All young people are ………………………………………………………


with frequently heard statements about young people.

· These are examples of stereotypes.” Stereotype is a mental image of a group based on opinion without regard to individual difference.’

· Prejudice is a negative judgement or opinion formed about a group without knowing the facts.

· Read the following scenarios and identify the prejudice and harm caused by it to each person in the situation: 

Raheela fell on the sidewalk. Her ankle was hurt. A black woman stopped by to help her. “ I’m a doctor,” she said. “ Sit on the bench and let me have a look at that.” Raheela did not trust the woman and said , “ No, Thank you “. She limped away.


Sajjad’s family does not have much money and lives in a different neighbourhood from Aslam’s . When Sajjad invited Aslam to a birthday party, Sajjad assumed the house would be messy and dirty. He didn’t go, and everyone told him later how nice the house was, and how good was the food.
The moderator shared the above statements and definitions with the students and asked their opinion.

(These activities have been taken from the booklet “ Youth in Election: Voting for our Future” , developed by the CRRP team at AKU.)

The two activities enabled the students to understand the concept of “diversity” and how it can contribute positively to the enrichment of a society. Whereas the first activity focused solely on diversity, the second activity further explored the concepts of stereotypes and prejudices, helping the students to learn to value individual differences. 
Human Rights and Citizenship Education

Presentation by Ms. Tanveer Jahan
[image: image19.jpg]



[image: image20.wmf]What is Citizenship?

What is Citizenship?

n

n

•

•

Citizenship refers to the relationship 

Citizenship refers to the relationship 

between the individual and the state, and 

between the individual and the state, and 

among individuals within a state.

among individuals within a state.

n

n

•

•

Citizenship education is the preparation 

Citizenship education is the preparation 

of individuals to participate as active and 

of individuals to participate as active and 

responsible citizens in a democracy.

responsible citizens in a democracy.


[image: image21.wmf]Four Domains of Citizenship

Four Domains of Citizenship

n

n

Four major domains of citizenship are 

Four major domains of citizenship are 

commonly distinguished: 

commonly distinguished: 

n

n

civil, 

civil, 

n

n

political, 

political, 

n

n

socio

socio

-

-

economic, and 

economic, and 

n

n

cultural or collective dimensions 

cultural or collective dimensions 


[image: image22.wmf]The 

The 

civil domain of citizenship

civil domain of citizenship

n

n

refers to a way of life where citizens define and 

refers to a way of life where citizens define and 

pursue commonly held goals related to 

pursue commonly held goals related to 

democratic conceptions of society.

democratic conceptions of society.

n

n

It inscribes fundamental community values,

It inscribes fundamental community values,

n

n

the limits of governmental decision making in 

the limits of governmental decision making in 

relation to the individual citizen,

relation to the individual citizen,

n

n

and the rights of private interest groups and 

and the rights of private interest groups and 

associations 

associations 

n

n

It includes freedom of speech, expression and 

It includes freedom of speech, expression and 

equality before the law, as well as the freedom 

equality before the law, as well as the freedom 

of association and access to information.

of association and access to information.


[image: image23.wmf]The 

The 

political domain of citizenship

political domain of citizenship

n

n

involves the right to vote and to political 

involves the right to vote and to political 

participation. 

participation. 

n

n

Free elections are key to this dimension of 

Free elections are key to this dimension of 

citizenship, as is the right to freely seek 

citizenship, as is the right to freely seek 

political office. 

political office. 

n

n

In other words, political citizenship refers 

In other words, political citizenship refers 

to political rights and duties with respect 

to political rights and duties with respect 

to the political system.

to the political system.


[image: image24.wmf]The 

The 

socio

socio

-

-

economic domain of 

economic domain of 

citizenship

citizenship

n

n

refers to the relationship between 

refers to the relationship between 

individuals in a societal context and to 

individuals in a societal context and to 

rights of participation in political spaces. 

rights of participation in political spaces. 

The definition of social and economic 

The definition of social and economic 

rights includes the rights to economic 

rights includes the rights to economic 

well

well

-

-

being, for example, the right to work, 

being, for example, the right to work, 

to minimum means of subsistence and to 

to minimum means of subsistence and to 

a safe environment. 

a safe environment. 


[image: image25.wmf]The 

The 

cultural or collective domain of 

cultural or collective domain of 

citizenship

citizenship

n

n

refers to the manner in which societies 

refers to the manner in which societies 

take into account the increasing cultural 

take into account the increasing cultural 

diversity in societies, diversity due to a 

diversity in societies, diversity due to a 

greater openness to other cultures.

greater openness to other cultures.

n

n

Cultural citizenship refers to awareness of 

Cultural citizenship refers to awareness of 

a common cultural heritage. This 

a common cultural heritage. This 

component includes the quest for 

component includes the quest for 

recognition of collective rights for 

recognition of collective rights for 

minorities. 

minorities. 


[image: image26.wmf]n

n

These four domains hold implications for the 

These four domains hold implications for the 

process of citizenship.

process of citizenship.

n

n

The political domain requires knowledge of the 

The political domain requires knowledge of the 

political system, democratic attitudes, and 

political system, democratic attitudes, and 

participatory skills.

participatory skills.

n

n

The socioeconomic domain requires knowledge 

The socioeconomic domain requires knowledge 

of social relations in society and social skills; as 

of social relations in society and social skills; as 

well as vocational training and economic skills 

well as vocational training and economic skills 

for job

for job

-

-

related and other economic activities.

related and other economic activities.


[image: image27.wmf]n

n

The cultural domain requires knowledge of 

The cultural domain requires knowledge of 

the cultural heritage, history and basic 

the cultural heritage, history and basic 

skills such as good literacy skills. 

skills such as good literacy skills. 

n

n

Minimally, democracy requires the 

Minimally, democracy requires the 

protection of the political and personal 

protection of the political and personal 

rights of citizens, including those in the 

rights of citizens, including those in the 

minority. This depends upon the rule of 

minority. This depends upon the rule of 

law (constitutionalism) and civil society.

law (constitutionalism) and civil society.


[image: image28.wmf]n

n

In an autonomous civil society, individuals 

In an autonomous civil society, individuals 

join together voluntarily into groups with 

join together voluntarily into groups with 

self

self

-

-

designated purposes to collaborate 

designated purposes to collaborate 

with each other through mechanisms of 

with each other through mechanisms of 

political parties and establish through 

political parties and establish through 

freely contested elections a system of 

freely contested elections a system of 

representative government.

representative government.


[image: image29.wmf]Citizenship Education

Citizenship Education

n

n

Claim holders

Claim holders

n

n

Duty bearer

Duty bearer


[image: image30.wmf]What are our claims????

What are our claims????

n

n

Human Rights Framework:

Human Rights Framework:

n

n

Key Concepts

Key Concepts


Slide Notes: Question: Is the principle of Universality similar to the principles of equality and non-discrimination?

Answer: The principle of universality and inalienability is in essence concerned that no one is left out or excluded from HR; while the principle of equality and non-discrimination is in essence concerned with undoing the specific patterns of discrimination that have been identified by the HR treaties, in order to achieve equality for groups that are currently subjected to discrimination.
Universality and inalienability:  Human rights are universal and inalienable. Every man, woman or child everywhere in the world are entitled to them. The human person in whom they inhere cannot voluntarily give them up. Nor can others take them away from him or her. As stated in Article 1 of the UDHR, “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.” 

Application of these principles: The question to ask is whether all the people of a specific country are able to enjoy all their human rights? For example, are women and men able to enjoy their human rights on an equal basis? Are children, adolescents, minorities and other groups within the population able to enjoy their rights? By all their human rights we are referring to those rights that have been recognized in the international human rights treaties, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

“While every human being is entitled to his or her human rights, there are groups of people who are most likely to be overlooked or marginalized, and whose rights are most in danger of being violated or remaining unfulfilled.  The HRBA requires that we keep this potential negative outcome in mind.  We need therefore to ensure that duty bearers attend – not just to majorities of people – but also to the most marginalized and excluded people.  And the UN’s own programming must similarly ensure this outreach and inclusion.  Among the groups most in danger of being left outside of human rights protection are those suffering from multiple forms of disadvantage, such as the poorest of the poor, or rural ethic minorities.
Human rights are also indivisible and interdependent. The principle of their indivisibility recognizes that no human right is inherently inferior to any other. Economic, social and cultural rights must be respected, protected and realized on an equal footing with civil and political rights. The principle of their interdependence recognizes the difficulty (and, in many cases, the impossibility) of realizing any one human right in isolation. For instance, it is futile to talk of the right to work without a certain minimal realization of the right to education. Similarly, the right to vote may seem of little importance to somebody with nothing to eat or in situations where people are victimized because of their skin colour, sex, language or religion. Taken together, the indivisibility and interdependence principles mean that efforts should be made to realize all human rights together, allowing for prioritization as necessary in accordance with human rights principles.
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Slide Notes: Continuing with the idea in the previous slide that the State is the primary duty bearer under international law, explain that:

States Parties have specific obligations to respect, protect, and fulfil the rights recognized in the treaty and to take the necessary action towards their implementation. All rights, to varying degrees, entail obligations of an immediate kind, such as the obligation not to discriminate in the realization of the right in question. In the case of economic, social and cultural rights in particular, obligations can also be of a progressive kind, the realization of the right being subject to resource constraints. 

the obligation to respect the human rights of all people within its jurisdiction, meaning abstaining from any conduct or activity that violates human rights. This obligation requires States to ensure that human rights are fully respected in state policies, laws and actions, including those of public officials.

the obligation to protect the human rights of all people without discrimination from violations by state and non-state actors including individuals, groups, institutions and corporations. This obligation requires States to ensure that everyone enjoys their human rights within their jurisdiction by protecting their human rights from the actions of individuals and groups including corporations, institutions, and public and private bodies. This protection is achieved primarily through the enactment of laws and the establishment of redress procedures, as well as through national mechanisms to monitor human rights violations. 

the obligation to fulfil (or ensure) human rights by creating an enabling environment through all appropriate means particularly through resource allocation. This obligation requires States to take establish measures to ensure the realisation of human rights such as legislative, administrative, or other measures in order to give effect to the rights recognized in the treaty. The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Convention on the Rights of the Child both provide that States should “take steps, to the maximum of available resources, towards the progressive achievement of the full realisation of these rights.” Thus, the State must take steps such as by setting goals, targets and timeframes for their national plans for fulfilling rights, which may also include seeking international development assistance. The obligation to fulfil includes promoting respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms through, for example, human rights education and training, and ensuring that human rights principles and standards recognized in the human rights treaties are widely known, as well as other measures necessary to prevent violations of human rights.

Wrap Up Session 
At the end of the session, students were invited to share their views .

When God answers your prayers, it means that He is increasing your faith, when He delays it, it means He is increasing your patience, and when He does not answer it, it means that you can handle everything.

Tehmina Zameer
We can remove terrorism by not selling guns to the local people.

Tehmina Zameer

A star has 5 ends.

A square has 4 ends.

A triangle has 3 ends.

A line has 2 ends.

A dot is an end.

But friendship has no end.

Kaiynat Nadeem

When God saw you hungry, He created McDonald’s.

When He saw you thirsty, He created Sprite.

And when He saw you without a friend, He created me.

Kaiynat Nadeem

Making a million friends is not a miracle. The miracle is to make a friend who will stand by you when millions are against you.

Pakistan needs good and responsible citizens. We want to fulfill our responsibilities in order to make out country developing. We should work with unity and prosperity in order to achieve our goals. 

Hina Sabir
We are the agents of change, and require will to change all negativity around.

Jamila Shaheen
Country is dependent on everybody. Everyone has to realize their duties towards their country. In every department, we should show a sense of pride, argumentation, devotion, commitment, sense of justice.

Furqan Tariq
Poverty is due to negative balance of payments and foreign debts. Illiteracy is the cause of terrorism. 

Keiynat Nadeem
The candle fluttered and went out.

I kept waiting at the door.

My heart used to be strong and stout.

Now it’s melted to the floor.

Is hope like a candle too?

Will the weather be always blue?

No, I have the power of resolution.

My will is my absolution.

At the end of the session, the project coordinator discussed the upcoming activities with the students and teachers. Selected reading material was distributed amongst students . This included:
Books:

Readings in Human Rights by Dr. Aslam Khaki & Yasmeen Haider

Elements of Democracy, Center for Civic Education

Selected Lessons from Indian textbooks on:

Diversity

Culture and Socialization

Two DVDs were also give to each school:

Taare Zameen Par- movie

Documentary regarding NWFP

A feedback form was also given along with these DVDs. Teachers were urged to organize screening of these DVDs and return the completed feedback forms. 

Conclusion 
Given the current situation in the country, the dialogue proved to be a very pertinent forum for students to comprehend the existing problems and relate the current chain of events to the historical and contextual circumstances in Pakistan. The submission received in the essay competition showed that though students have a brief understanding of the core issues targeted in the project, they are not able to analyse them in depth and identify any significant relation with the current chain of events in the country. The platform thus gave them an introduction to key concepts like citizenship, human rights and valuing diversity. 
The concepts touched upon during this exercise will be consolidated in the upcoming activities under the umbrella of this project. Findings of this dialogue will play a  significant role in the development and designing of chapters for textbook and supplementary text material. 
Registration Sheet

	Name
	Class
	School
	Address/ email address

	Ali Shah
	10th
	Yazdan Khan Model High School
	

	Barkat Ali
	10th
	(as above)
	

	Khudadad
	10th
	(as above)
	

	Haseebullah
	10th
	(as above)
	

	Abid Ali Gill
	Headmaster
	Honours Kindergarten School
	Baghbanpura Lahore

	Quratulain
	Section Incharge
	Honours Kindergarten School
	Baghbanpura Lahore

	Sumaira Hanif
	Section Incharge
	Honours Kindergarten School
	Baghbanpura Lahore

	Shamim Akram
	10-B
	G.G.S.S. Junior Model
	

	Shazia Rehmat
	10-B
	G.G.S.S. Junior Model
	

	Mariam Qadeer
	8-A
	G.G.S.S. Junior Model
	

	Tabassum Shehnaz
	8-A
	G.G.S.S. Junior Model
	

	Malik Jibran Tariq
	9th C
	Wilderness School
	

	Mohammad Baqar
	9th C
	Wilderness School
	floe890@yahoo.com

	Asif Haider
	9th A
	Islamiya College
	asif_haider2003@yahoo.com

	Mohammad Haris
	9th A
	Islamiya College
	a_iqbal79@yahoo.com

	Syed Ijtaba Hussain
	9th A
	Islamiya College
	ijtaba94@yahoo.com


	Hina Fatima Sabir
	10th D
	Fatmiyah Education Network
	FGS_2006@hotmail.com


	Shameem Mohsin
	10th D
	Fatmiyah Education Network
	FGS_2006@hotmail.com


	Zaib Fatima Nanji
	8th B
	Fatmiyah Education Network
	FGS_2006@hotmail.com


	Aliya Abidi
	10th D
	Fatmiyah Education Network
	FGS_2006@hotmail.com


	Mariam Ijaz
	10th
	C.D.G. Girls High School Paisa Akhbar
	

	Siddiqa
	10th
	C.D.G. Girls High School Paisa Akhbar
	

	Abda Sarwar
	8th
	C.D.G. Girls High School Paisa Akhbar
	

	Jason Dias
	11th
	Government College University
	Complicated2507@gmail.com

	Furqan Tariq
	10-Red
	
	in_da_white_house@yahoo.com

	Ahmad Ali
	10-Yellow
	
	ahmedalibukhari@yahoo.com

	Sarim Bajwa
	9-Yellow
	
	

	Hassan Khan
	10-Yellow
	
	hassanmohsinkhan@yahoo.com

	Ramsha Asif
	10-Silver
	
	ramsha_asif2005@yahoo.com

	Asra Khalid
	11-Yellow
	
	asra_khalid@hotmail.com

	Hina Shah
	8-Red
	
	hina_shah@live.com

	Khalil-ur-Rehman
	Teacher
	Islamia Collegiate School, Peshawar
	khalilics@yahoo.com

	M. Riaz
	Teacher
	Islamia Collegiate School, Peshawar
	

	Mohammad Mobeen
	Principal
	Yazdan Khan Govt. Model High School
	

	Asif Naveed Khan
	Teacher
	Yazdan Khan Govt. Model High School
	asifk2002@yahoo.com

	Jamila Shaheen
	9th 
	SNPET
	

	Tehmina Zameer
	10th 
	SNPETGHSS
	

	Rabia Shoaib
	9th 
	SNPETGHSS
	

	Kaiynat Nadeem
	8th 
	SNPETGHSS
	

	Faiza Shahrukh
	Principal
	SNPETGHSS
	faizashahrukh@gmail.com


Annex A:

Recent chain of events, year 2007-08:
· 9 March: Musharraf suspends Chief Justice for "misuse of authority"
· 16 March: Violence at pro-Chaudhry rally in Islamabad.
· 3 April: Chaudhry appears before private session of court.
· 6 May: Large rally in support of Chaudhry in Lahore.
· 12 May: Violence in Karachi, ahead of planned rally.

· 12 May: Rival political groups have clashed in Karachi, killing some 34 people and injuring at least 120, in Pakistan's worst political violence in years.
· The Lal Masjid siege: July 3-11, 2007.

· Attack on President Musharraf: 39 detained. July 17, 2007.
· Nawaz Sharif returned to Pakistan in September 2007.

· Nawaz Sharif sent back to Saudia Arabia.
· On October 6, 2007, President Musharraf won a vote to be re-elected Pakistan's president.
· On October 2, 2007, 85 Pakistani opposition lawmakers resigned from the country's parliament to derail President’s reelection bid.
· President Musharraf imposes emergency rule. (2007-11-03)

· Pakistan PM: State of emergency to last 'as long as necessary'. (2007-11-04)
· Aitzaz Ahsan, a member of the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), attorney and president of the Supreme Court Bar Association, was arrested at his home. Key opposition figures and senior lawyers were also placed under house arrest.
· By the end of November 5, 2007 over 3,500 people had been arrested. Most ‎of these were lawyers, civil rights leaders and members of the political parties. Asma Jahangir was among the judicial and political officials detained.
· President Musharraf vows polls in February. (2007-11-08) 

· Benazir Bhutto's long march and the bombing killing hundreds. (2007-11-12)
· On November 8, Benazir Bhutto was placed under house arrest by the Pakistani government for one day. 

· Emergency in Pakistan: Media blackout (2007-11-03)  

· Crackdown on lawyers, politicians. (2007-11-04)  

· Imran Khan arrested at Pakistan protest. (2007-11-03)  

· President Musharraf appoints new chief justice after Emergency. (2007-11-07)

· As many as 3,500 detained in ‎Pakistan during political unrest.   
· Deposed chief justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry called on lawyers nationwide on November 11 to defy baton-wielding police and protest President Pervez Musharraf's imposition of emergency rule.
· UN's top rights official voices alarm at imposition of state of emergency. (2007-11-05)
· Pakistan thrown out of Commonwealth.

· Anti-government websites blocked.
· News ‎channels of Geo, ARY shut down. (2007-11-17)

· UK ‎reporters ordered out of Pakistan. (2007-11-‎‎05) 

· Dutch government freezes aid ‎to ‎Pakistan in response to President Musharraf's emergency ‎declaration. (2007-15-11)  

· Pakistani opposition leader Benazir Bhutto returns to Karachi. (2007-11-03)  

· President Musharraf tries to stifle outcry over emergency rule. (2007-11-04) 

· President Musharraf announces Elections for February. (2007-11-08) 

· 75 Pakistani judges refuse allegiance to President Musharraf (2007-11-04)  

· Top judge attacks President Musharraf’s rule. (2007-11-06) 

· The Lawyers' Movement in Pakistan

· Benazir Bhutto’s Assassination. (2007-12-27)
· Benazir Bhutto burried; violence erupts in assassintaion aftermath. 

· President Musharraf resigned from military on 28 November 2007.
· Kayani became Chief of Army Staff.
· Elections scheduled for 18th Febraury, 2008.
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Annex B :Feedback Form 
Name:________________________________________________________________

Class:________________________________________________________________

School: ______________________________________________________________

Name of the movie: ______________________________________________________

What in your opinion was the focus of the movie/documentary was?

Can you relate this with an experience/tradition/custom from your own surroundings?

“I am interested in this project because I think that our differences makes us unique”





“There are many political issues in Pakistan. Maybe my idea can make Pakistan a better pace. “
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� Details of selection criterion for participating schools is explained in the latter section. No Faith-based school will be included in the participating schools. 
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The political domain of citizenship

		involves the right to vote and to political participation. 

		Free elections are key to this dimension of citizenship, as is the right to freely seek political office. 

		In other words, political citizenship refers to political rights and duties with respect to the political system.
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		The cultural domain requires knowledge of the cultural heritage, history and basic skills such as good literacy skills. 

		Minimally, democracy requires the protection of the political and personal rights of citizens, including those in the minority. This depends upon the rule of law (constitutionalism) and civil society.
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Citizenship Education



		Claim holders



		Duty bearer
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Some of the most important characteristics of human

rights are that they:

		Are universal –the birthright of all human beings



		Cannot be waived or taken away

		 Focus on the inherent dignity and equal worth of all

		human beings

		Are equal, indivisible and interdependent

		Impose obligations of action and omission, particularly



	on States and State actors

		Have been internationally guaranteed

		Are legally protected

		Protect individuals and, to some extent, groups





Question: Is the principle of Universality similar to the principles of equality and non-discrimination?

Answer: The principle of universality and inalienability is in essence concerned that no one is left out or excluded from HR; while the principle of equality and non-discrimination is in essence concerned with undoing the specific patterns of discrimination that have been identified by the HR treaties, in order to achieve equality for groups that are currently subjected to discrimination.



Universality and inalienability:  Human rights are universal and inalienable. Every man, woman or child everywhere in the world are entitled to them. The human person in whom they inhere cannot voluntarily give them up. Nor can others take them away from him or her. As stated in Article 1 of the UDHR, “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.” 

Application of these principles: The question to ask is whether all the people of a specific country are able to enjoy all their human rights? For example, are women and men able to enjoy their human rights on an equal basis? Are children, adolescents, minorities and other groups within the population able to enjoy their rights? By all their human rights we are referring to those rights that have been recognized in the international human rights treaties, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.



“While every human being is entitled to his or her human rights, there are groups of people who are most likely to be overlooked or marginalized, and whose rights are most in danger of being violated or remaining unfulfilled.  The HRBA requires that we keep this potential negative outcome in mind.  We need therefore to ensure that duty bearers attend – not just to majorities of people – but also to the most marginalized and excluded people.  And the UN’s own programming must similarly ensure this outreach and inclusion.  Among the groups most in danger of being left outside of human rights protection are those suffering from multiple forms of disadvantage, such as the poorest of the poor, or rural ethic minorities.

Human rights are also indivisible and interdependent. The principle of their indivisibility recognizes that no human

right is inherently inferior to any other. Economic, social and cultural rights must be respected, protected and realized on an equal footing with civil and political rights. The principle of their interdependence recognizes the difficulty (and, in many cases, the impossibility) of realizing any one human right in isolation. For instance, it is futile to talk of the right to work without a certain minimal realization of the right to education. Similarly, the right to vote may seem of little importance to somebody with nothing to eat or in situations where people are victimized because of their skin colour, sex, language or religion. Taken together, the indivisibility and interdependence principles mean that efforts should be made to realize all human rights together, allowing for prioritization as necessary in accordance with human rights principles.
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 Human Rights Obligations

Duty-bearer’s obligation to

Respect

Protect

Fulfill

prevent others from interfering with the enjoyment of a right

refrain from interfering with the enjoyment of the right

adopt appropriate measures towards full realization of the right



Continuing with the idea in the previous slide that the State is the primary duty bearer under international law, explain that:

 

States Parties have specific obligations to respect, protect, and fulfil the rights recognized in the treaty and to take the necessary action towards their implementation. All rights, to varying degrees, entail obligations of an immediate kind, such as the obligation not to discriminate in the realization of the right in question. In the case of economic, social and cultural rights in particular, obligations can also be of a progressive kind, the realization of the right being subject to resource constraints.



the obligation to respect the human rights of all people within its jurisdiction, meaning abstaining from any conduct or activity that violates human rights. This obligation requires States to ensure that human rights are fully respected in state policies, laws and actions, including those of public officials.

  the obligation to protect the human rights of all people without discrimination from violations by state and non-state actors including individuals, groups, institutions and corporations. This obligation requires States to ensure that everyone enjoys their human rights within their jurisdiction by protecting their human rights from the actions of individuals and groups including corporations, institutions, and public and private bodies. This protection is achieved primarily through the enactment of laws and the establishment of redress procedures, as well as through national mechanisms to monitor human rights violations. 

the obligation to fulfil (or ensure) human rights by creating an enabling environment through all appropriate means particularly through resource allocation. This obligation requires States to take establish measures to ensure the realisation of human rights such as legislative, administrative, or other measures in order to give effect to the rights recognized in the treaty. The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Convention on the Rights of the Child both provide that States should “take steps, to the maximum of available resources, towards the progressive achievement of the full realisation of these rights.” Thus, the State must take steps such as by setting goals, targets and timeframes for their national plans for fulfilling rights, which may also include seeking international development assistance. The obligation to fulfil includes promoting respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms through, for example, human rights education and training, and ensuring that human rights principles and standards recognized in the human rights treaties are widely known, as well as other measures necessary to prevent violations of human rights.
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What are our claims????

		Human Rights Framework:



		Key Concepts
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		In an autonomous civil society, individuals join together voluntarily into groups with self-designated purposes to collaborate with each other through mechanisms of political parties and establish through freely contested elections a system of representative government.
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The cultural or collective domain of citizenship

		refers to the manner in which societies take into account the increasing cultural diversity in societies, diversity due to a greater openness to other cultures.

		Cultural citizenship refers to awareness of a common cultural heritage. This component includes the quest for recognition of collective rights for minorities. 
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		These four domains hold implications for the process of citizenship.

		The political domain requires knowledge of the political system, democratic attitudes, and participatory skills.

		 The socioeconomic domain requires knowledge of social relations in society and social skills; as well as vocational training and economic skills for job-related and other economic activities.
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The socio-economic domain of citizenship

		refers to the relationship between individuals in a societal context and to rights of participation in political spaces. The definition of social and economic rights includes the rights to economic well-being, for example, the right to work, to minimum means of subsistence and to a safe environment. 











		Social citizenship refers to the relations between individuals in a society and demands loyalty and solidarity.

		Economic citizenship refers to the relation of an individual towards the labour and consumer market and implies the right to work and to a minimum subsistence level.










_1267984496.ppt


Four Domains of Citizenship

		Four major domains of citizenship are commonly distinguished: 

		civil, 

		political, 

		socio-economic, and 

		cultural or collective dimensions 
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The civil domain of citizenship

		refers to a way of life where citizens define and pursue commonly held goals related to democratic conceptions of society.

		 It inscribes fundamental community values,

		 the limits of governmental decision making in relation to the individual citizen,

		 and the rights of private interest groups and associations 

		It includes freedom of speech, expression and equality before the law, as well as the freedom of association and access to information.
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What is Citizenship?

		• Citizenship refers to the relationship between the individual and the state, and among individuals within a state.





		• Citizenship education is the preparation of individuals to participate as active and responsible citizens in a democracy.










